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WOMEN VOLUNTEERS IN AHMEDABAD
I have before me a report of the work done by women volun-
teers who are engaged in promoting trade in khadi in Ratanpole*.
It contains a conversation which took place between them and
merchants dealing in foreign cloth, and another with women cus-
tomers.
The result of their conversation with women customers was that
the latter went away without making any purchases and promised
not to buy foreign cloth in future. They reasoned with the mer-
chants, but failed to win them over. The latter tried to put off
the volunteers : "We must dispose of what we have in stock;
after that, we will not buy any more foreign cloth". Everyone
knows that this means nothing, A person who decides that he will
give up smoking or drinking after finishing the cigarettes in his pocket
or the drink that is still left in the bottle will never succeed in
giving it up. One can break oneself free only when one throws
away the cigarette or the liquor in one's possession. A person
who wants to dispose of his stock will never see that stock exhausted.
Then again, one merchant argued: "Who will make good our losses
if we stop selling now?" This betrayed lack of sense. What can
we expect from anyone who is not prepared to put up with such
a small loss for the sake of the country? Who makes good the
loss when there is a fall in the demand, when the market is slack or
when there has been a robbery? I do not understand what sacrifice
is involved in giving up a trade which, we have realized, should be
abandoned for the good of the country.
What, however, should the women-volunteers do in such
circumstances? They should plead politely, say no harsh words
but patiently argue about the advantages and disadvantages of the
matter and, if they do not succeed even then, keep quiet and not
provoke unpleasantness by arguing further. It is much better to put
faith in the understanding and patriotism of customers who come
to purchase small quantities rather than hope for anything from
those who have large stocks of foreign goods.
"NAVAJIVAN" Is NOT BANNED
Last week, I published a report from a correspondent to the
effect that the authorities in Veraval had banned Navqjivan. Another
correspondent writes to say that this report is without any founda-
tion and that, in fact, he himself distributes Navajivan among the
people and no one prevents him from doing so.
1 A business street in Ahmedabad